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Dear 38ir:

dnthhy collestion is turned
ioe together with their

by this
, it was primarily the objeet of the leg-
‘ot Texas, 1n requiring that the Commis~
h county in the Btate of Texas seleot &
urn 10 require that such depository make
bond payahla_téftho CGunty Judge and his successors in office,

to protect funds collected by the county offioclals of various .
counties.

of

Seetion 4 of Artiele 3912e of the Revised Civil Sta-
tutes, provides as follows:

*In all ecounties of this state containing a
population of less than 196,000 inhabitants eseord-
ing to the last preceding Federal Census, whereln
the county or precinct officers are compensated on
a salary basis under the provisions of this aet,
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there shall be created a fund to be known as the
Officers! Salary Fund of County, Texas.
Such fund shall be kept separate and apart from
all other county funds, and shall be beld and
disbursed for the purpose of paying the salaries
of officers and the salaries of deputies, assis-
tants and clerks of officexrs who are drawing a
salary frou said fund under the provisions of
this Act, and to pay the authorized expenses of
their offices, Such fund shall be deposited in
the county depository and shall be protected to
the extent as other county funds.”

' It would seenm, that in order to get ths protection
that you are entitled to under the law, by reason of having
selected a county depository in the manner required by law,
al) fees and commissions which are permitted by law to de
aspessed and colleected, and which are collested by the warious
officials of the ecounty should, as ¢olleocted, be deposited in
the Officers' Salary Fund in the county depository.

In this oonnecﬂon, we 8all your attention to Sec~
tion 5 of iArtiels 3912s of the Revised Civil Bgatutes of the
State of Texas, which reads as follows: .

_ *It shall be the duty of all officers to
charge and collsct in the manner authorized by law
all fees and commissions which are permitted by
law to be assessed and collassted for all official
services performed by them, As and when such fees
are collected they shall be depos

Tallure dollect any fee or commission was due
to the neglect on the rt of the offlcer charged
with the responsibllity of collect the same,
the amount of suc eas Or G SgloNns s
deducted from the salary of such officer. . . ."
TUnderscoring ours)

In view of Section 5 of the Article above quoted
it is our opinion that all moneys collected by various county
officials, should, es and when collected, be deposited in the
various funds to which they rightfully belong, in the county
depository. ~
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' Section 4 of .rticle 3912e, provides that the Orfi-
cers' Salary Fund shall be deposited in the county depository
and further provides that 1t shall be protected to the same
extent as other county funds. We find no provision for the
rrotection of funds collected by officials of the county
vhich are deposited in their own neme, insofar as the protec-
tion affordsd by the county depository bond 1s concerned,
during the time such funds are retained by such offleclals.

It is therefore, our opinion that the accounts in
the names of the wvarious county officials are not protected
by the bond of the county depository.

Trusting that this answers your inquiry, we are

Yery truly yours
ATTORNEY GENERAYL OF TEXAB

FCCitin

OPINION
COMMITTEE

BY.
CHAIRMAN

APPROVEDJIUN 27, 1939

ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS



